GOETHE AND THE BOOK COLLECTOR
The list of Werther literature in Goedeke includes nearly
three hundred Wertheriaden, mostly imitations of the original,
apart from the very numerous piracies of the original text. Two of
these Wertheriaden irked Goethe sufficiently to move him to
action. The earlier of these was Nicolai's Freiiden des jungen
Werthers, 1755. Goethe wrote a savage and coarsely worded poem
in reply entitled Herr Nicolai auf Werthers Grabe. It has been
repeatedly stated that single-sheet printings of this poem were
distributed in 1775 and 1777, but no example of that period is now
known. In its earliest known form, printed in Fraktur, it belongs
to the year 1820. There is a second printing, of 1837, 'm Roman
type, in which the words" wohler athmend" are printed as "wohl
erathmet". Both are elusive pieces for the collector.
The second Einblattdruck concerns the anonymous publication,
also in 1775, of EL L. Wagner's Prometheus, Deukalion. This was
so widely and so confidently attributed to Goethe that he felt
called upon to circulate a printed notice to newspapers denying
authorship of it.
Werther literature is endless; we must confine ourselves to one
more curiosity. Several young persons were found dead at this
time with Werther open beside them; Maria Franziska, Freifrau-
lein von Ickstatt, however, threw herself from one of the tall
towers of the Frauenkirche at Munich in 1785 under circum-
stances so reminiscent of Werther Js hopeless passion that Nessel-
rode found it a ready-made Wertheriade and produced Die Leiden
derjungen FannL Baumgartner followed suit and Fanny's family
took legal action in which the similarity between Werther and
Jerusalem was emphasized.
The year 1775 was an eventful one for the young author, for in
November he accepted the invitation of the Grand Duke Karl
August and visited Weimar for the first time. In June, 1776, he
was given a seat on the Privy Council, and in 1782 became en-
tided to describe himself on visiting cards as GrossherzogL Sachsen
Weimarischer wirklicher Geheimerath und Staatsminister von Goethe.
As part of his official duties he busied himself with the reopening
of the mines at flmenau. His visits there produced not only the
poem of that name and the famous lines he wrote in pencil on the
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